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brought  by  Aeneas   to   Italy,   but  several
Greek cities also claimed it,
PALLAS ATHENE,   See minerva.
PALM, paltm, a large family of plants, in-
teresting because of their variety and beauty,
but chiefly because of their great value to
man. There are about 1,200 species, most of
them native to the tropics. Of these some are
vines, slender as reeds and several hundred
feet long-; others are low, bushy plants with
leaf stems springing directly from the
ground; still others are trees with trunks
from three to five feet in diameter and reach-
ing a height of a hundred feet. This last
is by far the largest group.
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The palms are divided into two great
classes—those having pinnate or fern-shaped
leaves, such as the cocoanut palm and date
palm- and those with fan-shaped foliage, such
as the palmetto palm of the southeastern
states, the Washington palm of the North
American desert and the Palmyra palm of
Southern Asia. The pe-
culiarity of most palms
is the tall, branchless
trunk, with its cluster of
foliage, and in some
species also fruit at the
tip. As the trunk push-
es upward in its growth
and produces new foli-
age the old dies, and
throughout its length its
surface bears the sears
and, in the case of some
varieties, the dry, dead
stumps of fallen leaves.
The doum palm of Ara-
bia is the only impor-
tant species bearing
branches.
With the exception of
grass, there is no plant
in the whole vegetable fan palm
king-dom so important economically as the
palm. It has been put to a thousand or more
uses. It has been made to supply the three
fundamental necessities of man—food, shelter
and clothing. The fruit of many palms con-
stitutes important food in many regions. Im-
portant among these are the date and cocoa-
nut palms; the 'bwaba palm of Brazil, which
produce clusters of berries yielding a valua-
ble drink and an oil, and the sago palm, the
trunk of which yields a starchy meal called
s&go. the trunks of some species of palms
 are converted into excellent timber, suitable
for houses, ships and other structures. The
long stems of certain varieties are used for
wicker furniture. The leaves of most of
them are extensively used in the tropics as
thatch for dwellings. The fibers of many
palms are fine and strong and can be woven
into cloth.
Among the other innumerable products of
this group of plants are oil, from the oil
palm, used for lubricating and illumination;
vegetable ivory from the seed of the ivory
palm, and wax, which exudes from the trunk
of the wax palm. The spines which grow
upon the trunks of certain species are used
as needles and fishhooks. Mats, baskets, rope,
twine, ship sails, rugs, screens, bedding,
candles, wine, honey, resin and hammocks are
a few of the articles made from palms. In
desert regions where other vegetation is
scarce the palm is regarded almost with ven-
eration by the traveler, who finds refresh-
nientein its shade and fruit.
Palmetto
Palm Oil
Palmyra Palm
Sago
Related   Articles.    Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Betel
Cocoanut
Date
Doum Palm
Ivory Palm
PALMA, tomas estrada (about 1836-
1908), a Cuban general and patriot, first
president of Cuba. He was born of wealthy
Cuban parents and was educated in Spain.
He fought with the Cuban revolutionists in
the war of 1868-1878 and rose to the rank
of general. He was elected president of the
Cuban provisional government, but was cap-
tured by Spain and imprisoned. On his
release he went to Honduras, and became
postmaster-general of that republic. Later
he removed to the United States and opened
a school at Central Valley, N. Y. At the
outbreak of the Cuban revolt of 1895 he
closed his school and became one of its ac-
tive supporters. On gaming their independ-
ence in 1901 the Cubans elected Palma as
President, and four years later he was re-
elected. President Palma was a man of good
intentions but allowed himself to be domi-
nated by politicians, whose unscrupulous
practices ultimately led to his resignation.
PALM BEACH, fla.; one of the winter
playgrounds of the United States, a village
on the southeast coast of Florida, with a
permanent population of 1,000 and a winter
influx of about 5,000. It is on the Florida
& East Coast Railroad, 300 miles south of

